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LEllER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY 
To the Editor-in-ChieE 
The appearance of the first issue of Clinical 
Microbiology and Infection (CMI) as the official publi- 
cation of the European Society of Clinical Micro- 
biology and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) has led to 
some surprise on the part of members of the Society 
who were not present at the Plenary Session in Vienna, 
since the European Journal of Clinical Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases (EJCMZD) has previously been the 
bearer of that cachet. Why have the Society, and the 
microbiology and infectious diseases community at 
large, needed another journal? 
The answer is simple. The EJCMZD, although 
edited by a founder member of the Society, was 
essentially the property of the publisher and the editor, 
and was not subject to the control of an editorial board 
appointed by the Society. Attempts to negotiate such 
control, a normal expectation of any professional 
society, were conducted over a period of several years, 
but failed to make any progress. The Society saw no 
prospects of influencing journal policy despite offers to 
extend the appointment of the current editor for a 5- 
year term. 
Thus, the Society decided to sever its ineffectual 
‘official’ link with the EJCMZD and founded our new 
journal, CMZ. This has made possible the tailoring of 
the publication to our requirements, for example, with 
the inclusion of Society news, development of an 
educational section and the production of supplements. 
The availability of CMI to all members of the Society 
is essential to ensure the best communication within 
the Society and to create an ESCMID journal which 
truly represents its members. 
On behalf of the Society, I would like to 
congratulate you and your colleagues on the launching 
of CMI. Its success is apparently already assured on the 
basis of the overwhelming number of papers submitted 
to your office, making it necessary to modifl any 
previous plans for a relatively modest introduction and 
to prepare for a rapid growth in the near future. 
Ian Phillips 
London, United Kingdom 
LEllER FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
To the Readers: 
As indicated in the letter from Professor Phillips, 
for which I thank him on behalf of the Co-Editor as 
well as the Editorial and Advisory Boards, the 
immediate and enthusiastic response to CMI from you 
the readership has resulted in a large number of 
manuscripts which we hope to publish without undue 
delay. Towards this end, we have made this second issue 
of CMZ larger than the first and, as part of our endeavor 
to publish as soon as possible those manuscripts already 
accepted for publication, we have suspended the news 
sections in this issue. In doing so, I offer my apologies 
to those colleagues who have kindly submitted material 
and remind readers that we will resume publication of 
epidemiological as well as European and international 
news in future issues. We are also considering an 
increase in the number of issues per year, starting in 
1996. 
In closing, I would like to express my appreciation 
of your positive reception of CMZ and my expectations 
for a continuing exchange of ideas between you the 
readers and CMI. We are particularly interested in 
hearing from you in the form of notes and comments 
or letters to the editors in response to items we have 
published or concerning a subject that you believe 
will be of interest to the readership of CMZ. It is with 
such exchanges that we will be able to confirm our 
awareness of the topics and issues that are of most 
interest to you. 
Jacques E Acar 
Paris, France 
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